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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Course Descriptions – Early Childhood Education 2 Year Diploma Program
Life Skills / Cultural Component
This course is offered by Urban Circle Training Centre Inc.  Urban Circle utilizes the philosophy of the Medicine Wheel in all aspects of training delivery.  This is a holistic approach that encompasses the mental, physical, emotional and spiritual aspects of human experience.  The Medicine Wheel teaches us the interconnectedness of these four aspects and the ways in which they can bring about balance and wellness.  The Sharing and Healing Circle are central to program delivery.

The Life Skills curriculum enhances students’ personal and professional goals, assists them to become effective problem solvers, empowers them to set realistic obtainable goals and to gain the confidence required to become effective members of their family, workplace and community.  Through lessons and exercises students learn effective communication skills, conflict resolution, anger management, stress and time management and the importance of teamwork.  Taking responsibility and being accountable for the self is the basic goal of the Life Skills curriculum.
Academic Program Content
	YEAR 1


	TERM 1 

	COURSE NAME

	CREDIT HOURS


	 

	COMM-1049 

	Use Academic Communications Skills 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1041 

	Interact With Children Through Play 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1051 

	Provide Nurturing Care 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1350 

	Use Guidance Practices 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1353 

	Explain Study of Human Development - A 

	1 


	 

	ECED-1354 

	Explain Study of Human Development - B 

	1 


	 

	ECED-1355 

	Explain the Early Childhood Profession 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1356 

	Provide an Environment for Play 

	3 


	 

	ECED-2008 

	Explain Development in Infancy & Toddlerhood 

	3 


	 

	PRAC-1013 

	Apply Practical Skills 1 

	3 


	 

	SAFE-1014 

	Provide for Physical Health & Safety 

	3 


	TERM 2 

	COURSE NAME

	CREDIT HOURS


	 

	COMM-1050 

	Use Interpersonal Skills 1 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1026 

	Facilitate Music and Movement 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1036 

	Foster Social & Emotional Growth 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1056 

	Respect Individual Family Situations 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1357 

	Prepare for Play 

	3 


	 

	ECED-2005 

	Explain Development in Early Childhood 

	3 


	 

	ECED-2011 

	Explain Development in the Middle Years 

	3 


	 

	ECED-2030 

	Facilitate Symbolic Play 

	3 


	 

	ECED-2033 

	Foster Discovery & Creative Play 

	3 


	 

	PRAC-2002 

	Apply Practical Skills 2 

	3 


	YEAR 2


	TERM 3 

	COURSE NAME

	CREDIT HOURS


	 

	COMM-2072 

	Use Interpersonal Skills 2 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1083 

	Foster Language, Literacy & Math Through Play 

	3 


	 

	ECED-1351 

	Apply Behaviour Management Strategies 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3002 

	Plan for Play Based Programs 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3054 

	Respect Children Within Diverse Cultures 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3064 

	Support Children's Special Needs 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3065 

	Support Infants and School Age Children 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3069 

	Support the Abused Child 

	1 


	 

	PRAC-3007 

	Apply Practical Skills 3 

	3 


	 

	SAFE-2059 

	Respond to Physical, Medical & Nutritional Needs 

	3 


	TERM 4 

	COURSE NAME

	CREDIT HOURS


	 

	COMM-1268 

	Use Professional Communication Skills 

	3 


	 

	ECED-2039 

	Guide a Variety of Challenging Behaviour 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3004 

	Analyze Theories of Development 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3005 

	Display Professional Behaviours 

	1 


	 

	ECED-3006 

	Explore Variety of Approaches to Program Pl 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3024 

	Extend Children's Play 

	3 


	 

	ECED-3067 

	Support Partnerships With Families 

	3 


	 

	PRAC-3006 

	Apply Practical Skills 4 

	5 



	


Course Descriptions 

COMM-1049 Use Academic Communications Skills 

Com Pac: 5C31. You will focus on strengthening your basic communication and writing skills, as well as identifying the importance of developing and maintaining these skills in all areas of your work.

COMM-1050 Use Interpersonal Skills 1 

This course is designed to give students an introduction to interpersonal communications. Students will explore how to communicate emotions effectively and how to manage debilitating emotional reactions. Course content includes an overview of communications, self-concept, our perceptions, emotions, language, non-verbal communication, listening, and an understanding of how interpersonal relationships work.

COMM-1268 Use Professional Communication Skills 

This competency focuses on effective "on the job" writing skills. It stresses the importance of written communication with staff members, centre boards, potential employers, the media and with the children care community.

Prerequisites:  
   Explain Early Childhood Profession 4C32   ECED-1014
   Explain the Early Childhood Profession   ECED-1355
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

COMM-2072 Use Interpersonal Skills 2 

Students will apply communication concepts to create a supportive environment as well as manage defensiveness, use positive conflict resolution strategies, and give feedback appropriately.  Students will explore how to respond helpfully to others in both verbal and non-verbal ways, as well as how to listen effectively.

Prerequisites:  
   Use Interpersonal Skills 1   COMM-1050

ECED-1026 Facilitate Music and Movement

This competency focuses on the importance of enhancing all areas of child development by providing music and movement experiences in an early childhood education program.
Prerequisites:  
   Interact With Children Through Play   ECED-1041
   Prepare for Play   ECED-1047

ECED-1036 Foster Social & Emotional Growth
This competency focuses on the role of early childhood educators in encouraging and guiding children in a manner that promotes confidence and lays a solid foundation for positive social and emotional growth. It focuses on providing opportunities for children to experience success by promoting self-help skills during routines and transitions.

Prerequisites:  
   Use Guidance Practices   ECED-1350

ECED-1041 Interact With Children Through Play
Com Pac: 4F31. You will focus on the value of indoor and outdoor play for children and the importance of integrating play into all aspects of the children's day. Both the theoretical aspects and the preschool application of play theory will be emphasized. You will also focus on the role of the early childhood educator's role in facilitating children's play.

Prerequisites:  
   Use Academic Communications Skills   COMM-1049
   Explain Early Childhood Profession 4C32   ECED-1014
   Explain Study of Human Development 4A31   ECED-1018
   Prepare for Play   ECED-1357

ECED-1051 Provide Nurturing Care
The competency looks at the importance of nurturing young children. It focuses on how the early childhood educator can appropriately nurture children in a children's centre. It also focuses on the importance of positive communication skills for early childhood educators. It stresses the use of positive direction when speaking with young children.

ECED-1056 Respect Individual Family Situations
Com Pac: 4B31. You will be provided with an overview of family theory and will focus on the many facets of family life. Emphasis will be placed on the early childhood educator's role in relating to and supporting individual families in the children's centre.
Prerequisites:  
   Use Academic Communications Skills   COMM-1049 

ECED-1083 Foster Language, Literacy & Math Through Play
This competency focuses on the importance of providing enjoyable and appropriate literature activities for children. It stresses the need to plan and implement a variety of experiences from telling stories to reading books that will enhance children's language and cognitive development.

Prerequisites:  
   Interact With Children Through Play   ECED-1041
   Prepare for Play   ECED-1357
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-1350 Use Guidance Practices
This competency focuses on direct and indirect guidance techniques for use in children's centres. Methods early childhood educators can use to teach young children acceptable ways of controlling their own feelings and actions are stressed. This competency also focuses on the skills necessary to guide children in the routines and transitions common to most children's centres.

Prerequisites:  
   Provide Nurturing Care   ECED-1051

ECED-1351 Apply Behaviour Management Strategies
This competency focuses on the role of the early childhood educator when planning and implementing appropriate strategies to assist children in achieving self-control during situations when children are unable to cope and are exhibiting a variety of negative behaviours.

Prerequisites:  
   Foster Social & Emotional Growth   ECED-1036
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013
ECED-1353 Explain Study of Human Development - A 

A great deal about children can be learned through careful observation of child growth and behaviour. Recording and interpretation allow the early childhood educator to gain a picture of a child's developmental tasks and subsequent understanding of the whole child.
ECED-1354 Explain Study of Human Development - B
This Com Pac provides an overview of human behaviour from the perspective of development.  Human development is an ongoing process from conception to death, and theories of development provide a framework within which students can view human behaviour.  By reviewing the nature of development, students can view the child's developmental tasks as part of a complex life long process.

ECED-1355 Explain the Early Childhood Profession
(No description available at this time)

ECED-1356 Provide an Environment for Play 

(No description available at this time)

ECED-1357 Prepare for Play
(No description available at this time)

Prerequisites:  
   Use Academic Communications Skills   COMM-1049
   Explain the Study of Human Dev Pt A&B   ECED-1019
   Explain the Early Childhood Profession   ECED-1355

ECED-2005 Explain Development in Early Childhood 

Com Pac: 4A33.  You will focus on the development of children from ages 3 to 6 years. The new and unique developmental changes will be stressed, as well as the skills the children continue to practice.
Prerequisites:  
   Explain Development in Infancy & Toddlerhood   ECED-2008
ECED-2008 Explain Development in Infancy & Toddlerhood
This competency involves a study of the basic processes of prenatal and infant development. It also focuses on the development of children from ages 1 to 3 years. Emphasis is placed on the important role of prenatal development and the physical, cognitive, social, and emotional factors which influence the development of the infant and toddler. 

Prerequisites:  
   Explain Study of Human Development 4A31   ECED-1018
ECED-2011 Explain Development in the Middle Years
This competency focuses on the development of children from ages 6-12. Emphasis is placed on the developmental processes and challenges of middle childhood, as well as the expanding range of factors which influence children during this stage of developmental continuum.
Prerequisites:  
   Explain Development in Early Childhood   ECED-2005
ECED-2030 Facilitate Symbolic Play 

This competency focuses on the early childhood educator's need to be aware of various types of symbolic play, the relationship between symbolic play and child development and the early childhood educator's role in facilitating play.

Prerequisites:  
   Interact With Children Through Play   ECED-1041
   Prepare for Play   ECED-1047

ECED-2033 Foster Discovery & Creative Play
This competency focuses on the role of early childhood educators in fostering creative development by exposing children to a diverse range of materials and experiences that provide a multitude of opportunities to explore, create, discover and problem-solve.

Prerequisites:  
   Interact With Children Through Play   ECED-1041
   Prepare for Play   ECED-1047

ECED-2039 Guide a Variety of Challenging Behaviour
Com Pac: 4D35. You will focus on the early childhood educator's awareness of a variety of theoretical approaches to guiding children's chronic negative behaviours so that the best behaviour management strategies for each child can be selected.
Prerequisites:  
   Apply Behaviour Management Strategies   ECED-1351
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3002 Plan for Play Based Programs 

(No description available at this time)

Prerequisites:  
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3004 Analyze Theories of Development
(No description available at this time) 

Prerequisites:  
   Explain Development in the Middle Years   ECED-2011
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3005 Display Professional Behaviours
(No description available at this time) 

Prerequisites:  
   Use Professional Communication Skills   COMM-1268
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3006 Explore Variety of Approaches to Program Pl
(No description available at this time) 

Prerequisites:  
   Provide an Environment for Play   ECED-1356
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3024 Extend Children's Play
This competency focuses on the importance of understanding and analyzing the role of play in development and the role the early childhood educator must take in providing structured and spontaneous play opportunities for children.

Prerequisites:  
   Facilitate Music and Movement   ECED-1026
   Foster Language, Literacy & Math Through Play   ECED-1083
   Prepare for Play   ECED-1357
   Facilitate Symbolic Play   ECED-2030
   Foster Discovery & Creative Play   ECED-2033
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3054 Respect Children Within Diverse Cultures
This competency focuses on the importance of recognizing, respecting and reinforcing the culture of each child within the centre. In order to do so, early childhood educators must be aware of cultural dimensions of Canadian families in general.

Prerequisites:  
   Respect Individual Family Situations   ECED-1056
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3064 Support Children's Special Needs
This competency focuses on an introduction to working with children with special needs. Emphasis is placed on the importance of specialized knowledge, skills and attitudes requisite for this area. It stresses the early childhood educator's role to encourage an "inclusive" attitude and environment.

Prerequisites:  
   Foster Social & Emotional Growth   ECED-1036
   Prepare for Play   ECED-1357
   Explain Development in Early Childhood   ECED-2005
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3065 Support Infants and School Age Children
This competency focuses on the distinct nature of infant curriculum, spontaneous play interactions with infants as well as planned play experiences. Also, in the event that early childhood educators work with kindergarten and school-age children, they must be prepared to provide activities that are developmentally appropriate for children ages 6-12.

Prerequisites:  
   Provide an Environment for Play   ECED-1000
   Foster Social & Emotional Growth   ECED-1036
   Interact With Children Through Play   ECED-1041
   Explain Development in Infancy & Toddlerhood   ECED-2008
   Explain Development in the Middle Years   ECED-2011
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3067 Support Partnerships With Families
This competency looks at the importance of building effective partnerships with families through the use of effective verbal and written communication. Such a partnership of parent involvement benefits the child, the family and the centre.

Prerequisites:  
   Respect Children Within Diverse Cultures   ECED-3054
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013

ECED-3069 Support the Abused Child
This competency focuses on the importance of early childhood educators being able to identify the various types of child abuse, know the procedure for reporting incidences and understand the issues and skills required to provide support to the child and parents.
Prerequisites:  
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013
PRAC-1013 Apply Practical Skills 1
Work with young children requires knowledgeable, nurturing, and competently skilled adults to provide quality care. Working directly with children provides students the opportunities to develop, practice, and improve skills learned from Term 1 courses. Practicum will occur at two day care centres and will consist of one week with infants and toddlers and two weeks with preschool aged children.
PRAC-2002 Apply Practical Skills 2
Working directly with children provides students the opportunities to develop, practice, and improve skills learned from Term 1 and 2 courses. The focus is the students' development of play facilitation and child guidance skills. Practicum will consist of one week with school age children and three weeks with preschool aged children in two different children’s centres.

PRAC-3006 Apply Practical Skills 4
During this practicum, students will apply early childhood education practical skills in a six-week block placement in an early childhood education program. This practicum will focus on planning emergent curriculum, documenting an extended project, and building relationships with parents.

Prerequisites:  
   Apply Practical Skills 3   PRAC-3005

PRAC-3007 Apply Practical Skills 3
This practicum integrates theoretical knowledge, practical experience, and introductory inclusive practices with children with special support needs. An additional focus is to plan curriculum based on children’s observed needs and interests as studied in Term 3. A four-week block placement with preschool children aged two to five will occur in a day care centre.

SAFE-1014 Provide for Physical Health & Safety
This competency focuses on accident prevention in an children's centre, emergency procedures for a children's centre and on regulations and procedures that promote children's health. It also focuses on the identification and treatment procedures of common childhood diseases and illnesses including the administering of prescribed medications. It is based on the standards and requirements in the Manitoba Child Day Care Licensing Manual.

SAFE-2059 Respond to Physical, Medical & Nutritional Needs 

This competency focuses on the importance of the early childhood educator's role in identifying physical, medical and health needs of children. Through observations, early childhood educators can effectively respond to health issues by promoting healthy eating habits and ensuring children's nutritional needs are being met.

Prerequisites:  
   Apply Practical Skills 1   PRAC-1013
   Provide for Physical Health & Safety   SAFE-1014
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